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Sustainable Future — Highlight on Environmental

Education and Children’ s Health

Shortly before Children's Day, Mark Kasman,
Director of the Office of International and Tribal Affairs
(OITA), U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, made a
visit to a Green Flag Awarded Eco-Campus school -
Chaocuo Waldorf Education Experimental Elementary
School in Yunlin County. Together with teachers and
representatives of the community, thoughts were
exchanged on the Eco-Campus approaches and its
positive impact on children's health and sustainable

environment.

Chaocuo Waldorf  Education  Experimental

Elementary School covers school ground of close to 2



acres. Abundant space and agriculture fields on campus
provide students with the opportunity of learning in and
from the environment. Well-raised poultry further
provide high quality eggs that are used in their mostly
vegetarian school lunch. Such healthy culinary culture,
leading a healthy lifestyle, and caring for the
environment is emphasized in Chaocuo Elementary
School. This also shows in their curriculum, where the
concepts are infused and covers topics such as green
buildings, ecological farming, ecology and biodiversity,
environmental aesthetics, waste categorization and
recycling, green energy, sports etc. These concepts will
be brought back home by the students, and might even
further involve the community. Such aim and
approaches align with the goals of the GEEP and are

highly recommended for other schools to refer to.

The Global Environmental Education Partnership

(GEEP) and the umbrella program, the International



Environmental Partnership (IEP), were launched in 2014
under the cooperation of the Taiwan Environmental
Protection Administration and the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency, with the support of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of Taiwan. The IEP aims to build
partnerships on mutual environmental challenges, such
as mercury monitoring, air pollution, soil contamination,
e-waste management, climate change mitigation, and
environmental education; while the GEEP, focusing on
education and information sharing to build capacity on
all levels, is a network with over 50 countries engaged.
Jane Nishida, Principle Deputy Assistant Administrator
of the U.S. EPA, once highlighted Taiwan's leadership in
the field of environmental education at the United
Nations Environment Assembly meeting in Nairobi.
2019 marks the 5th anniversary of the IEP and GEEP. This
partnership continues to strengthen environmental
education in both Taiwan and the U.S. and advances the

field globally.
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