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B WIE% © T The original premise of the island guerrilla phase of operations had been that the guerrilla
units, after proper training and equipping, would infiltrate into selected coastal areas of the mainland and
march briskly into mountainous areas further inland. There they would link up with the hordes of
guerrillas allegedly roaming the countryside. If these were in short supply, the island guerrillas would
form bases from which they could do as countless generations of rebels against evil tyrants in China had
always done--prepare defenses, welcome the new recruits who would flock to their banner as soon as the
word got around, train and equip them, and send them off to form new bases. The coastal guerrillas were
all local boys who could count on support from friends and relatives. They would also have the solid
support of the Chinese Nationalist regular forces. In the initial phase, the support would come in the form
of the Chinese Navy, at that time a dominant force in the straits.

Furthermore, they could rely on the close support of the leader of the Free World, in the form of WEIL.
Once established, the guerrillas would receive air drops of supplies for themselves and their new recruits.
Beyond that, in the original formulations, American advisers would be dropped in to provide assistance in
operations, intelligence, logistics, and training, once the freedom fighters had established a safe and secure
"liberated area." To that end, OPC actively recruited persons experienced in jumping, such as airborne
officers and smokejumpers, and all others who joined the program as operations officers were trained in
parachuting in the States or were promised such training in facilities on Taiwan. |
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